What is Family Place?

Family Place is a concept that expands the traditional role of public libraries into community centers for early childhood information, parent education, socialization, emergent literacy, and family support.  Although most public libraries serve children through story times and summer reading programs, they usually focus on “children” only and not the child as part of the family unit.  Parents/caregivers are a child’s first teachers; through this program we can support these adults.

The keystones of Family Place are the Parent/Child Workshop, specially designed space, collections, and trained staff.  A five-week series brings together toddlers and their parents (babies are welcome, too) in an informal, interactive setting with professionals from local agencies such as child care centers, hospitals, speech clinics, county extension agencies, universities, public schools and health departments.  The area used for these hour and a half sessions is filled with educational toys, developmentally appropriate activities, books, magazines and AV materials.  The sessions are facilitated by trained library staff who greet families, introduce guests from the community and end the sessions with a simple circle game, song, or finger play.   The staff’s other role is to get to know the families and promote the library’s resources.  

The term “specially designed space” sounds intimidating, but it isn’t. It is all about creating an early childhood area that makes the library a “destination” for families with young children in your community. It doesn’t mean you need an addition, or have to turn a meeting room into a space only for young families.  It does mean you need comfortable furniture for adults in the children’s area and that there is a space, however small devoted to families/caregivers and young children.  In a small library it may just be a corner of a room.  Family Place libraries around the country have been creative and set up fun items of interest to very young children in this space such as an aquarium, a dollhouse, a Duplo table, puzzles, a puppet stage, a wooden train table, etc.  Many participating libraries also offer a computer loaded with early childhood software.

Library collections are of major importance to the program.  A good selection of board books, cloth books, picture books, audio tapes, CDs, and videos for young children is needed as is an up-to-date parent/teacher collection that includes books, magazines, audio tapes, videos, pamphlets and possibly access to electronic resources in the family space to support the adults who live and work with young children.

Last, but most important, are the staff members that have been trained at the Middle Country Library in New York and who will train the rest of the staff on how to better serve the needs of families.  The training includes learning how to better network with the education, social services, and health service providers in your community.  Outreach is another important part of the program.  Staff will visit appropriate agencies to help recruit families into the program.  

You can find additional information at http://familyplacelibraries.org.

How can a library become a Family Place Library?

1. Commit to sending two people (director and a children’s staff member) to a four-day training on New York’s Long Island in Fall 2008.

2. Commit a staff member to work on this project for at least six to eight hours a week.  They will need to facilitate the program when it is running.  They will need to do outreach in the community and they will also need time to build and maintain relationships within the network they establish with partnering organizations.

3. Be willing to take a fresh, creative approach and reorganize the library to better serve families with young children.

4. Commit $1,500-$2,000 annually for the upkeep of the program.

5. Create a family/early childhood space and have a room where the Parent/Child Workshop can take place.  Small libraries may need to choose a time when the library is closed to run the sessions in the library.

6. Welcome non-traditional library users and cultivate them.

What will a library receive if it participates?
1. A four-day training session (lodging and meals included) at the Middle County Library on Long Island.

2. Technical assistance from Family Place personnel.  This includes at least two site visits to each participating library and being part of the program’s electronic list.

3. $5,000 to purchase materials to start the program.

4. A tool kit that contains a training guide, resource books, and other program material.

Total value: $17,000 plus up to a $500 reimbursement for travel expenses to the training site.

Application for a Family Place Grant

Library Name and Address _________________________________________________

                                            _________________________________________________

                                            _________________________________________________

Contact Person ___________________________________________________________

Telephone ______________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________

1. Please write a paragraph or two indicating why your library is interested in becoming a Family Place Library.  

2. What services and programs do you currently offer for parents and children five and under? Who provides the services and program?  If you have a staff person responsible for youth services how many hours a week does that person work.

Library Name:  _______________________

3.What materials besides books do you have available for use by families with young children?

4.  Describe your children’s area; you may enclose photos.

5.  How many hours a week is your children’s area staffed?  _________hours per week

6.  Do you offer materials and/or services to childcares and/or other early care and education programs?  If yes, describe.

Library Name:  ________________________

7.  Do you offer materials and/or services for parents?  Do you have a parent collection?  If yes, please describe the current collection (including its location) and services.

8.  Using your automated circulation system please tell us the average age and number of items in parts of the collection.   Please provide data for the picture books in your collection and for your parent materials (649’s).

9. What would you like your children’s area to look like?  What furniture, accessories, wall colors, flooring, etc. would turn your space into a destination for preschoolers and the adults in their lives?

 Library Name:  ________________________

If selected, I agree to:

1. Send two staff members (director and children’s staffer) for the four-day training on Long Island in the fall of 2008.

2. Purchase resources with $5,000 of the grant money to establish a Family Place center.  Commit a minimum of six to eight hours a week of staff time to collaborate with community agencies and facilitate programs.

3. Hold at least two five-week Family Place programs by July 30, 2009.

4. Commit $1,500 - $2,000 annually to replace and refresh Family Place resources

each year.

Library Director’s signature    ___________________________________ Date ___________

Please return application to Susan Pannebaker, Office of Commonwealth Libraries, 

333 Market St., Harrisburg, PA  1712-1745. An original and one copy of the completed application, with any attachments and enclosures, must arrive at the Office of Commonwealth Libraries on or before September 28, 2007.  It is suggested that you mail it with some type of delivery notification service.

