A Library Slice of Life Workshop

This year's workshops are (starred workshops will receive Act 48 credit):
A. Guys Read *
Young adult author and librarian Josh Berk offers a fun look at a sticky topic: how to get boys to read. Traditional research on the topic will be presented as well as the results of Josh’s own informal study. He surveyed parents of some guy-author friends to see what common threads exist in the young lives and reading habits of those who grew up to be book-loving (and book-writing) men. Questions covered include: is it better to let boys read whatever they want or steer them towards the “good stuff?” Do comic books make good readers? And: what’s the single best thing libraries can do to encourage boys to love reading?

B. Government Documents Resources *
Join Roseann Bowerman to learn more about government documents and how to locate them electronically for free. The types of government information available will be discussed briefly. Attendees will gain an understanding of how to find census data using American FactFinder and how to locate government publications using GPO’s new FDsys. Great for high school senior projects as well as for college research.

C. Library Management Jeopardy
Think you know what it means to be a library manager? Think you’ve got what it takes? Match wits with your colleagues and peers while picking up management tips and tricks at the same time. Three lucky people could win fabulous prizes! This session is presented by Kelly Kreig-Sigman.

D. Safety and Security *
Donald Fernbach talks about the security needs unique to the library environment. This session will cover security for both the physical site and for employees, students, and patrons.

E. E-Books: Are We There Yet? *
Join Jean Johnson and Heather Simoneau for a discourse on e-books and e-readers. E-books and e-readers will be defined. The pros and cons of different e-readers will be presented. The public, school, and other library implications of e-books and e-readers will also be discussed.

F. Call of the Wild, Or the Dogsled Theory of Getting Things Done *
Public libraries increasingly find themselves in organizational chaos under the combined influences of funding cuts, insane technological change, and borderline unrealistic expectations on the part of both customers and governing bodies. Never have concepts such as leadership, vision, and teamwork become so important and the effective implementation of them so crucial. Kelly Kreig-Sigman’s presentation explores these ideas in practical terms with audience participation.

G. Web 2.0 For Teachers and Library Professionals *
Margaret Bruch gives a tour of some favorite Web 2.0 applications and a few cool freeware tools that teachers and library professionals can use everyday: Wikispaces, Google Docs, Glogster, Animoto, Prezi, & Edublogs, to name a few.

H. The Copyright Challenge for Digital Libraries
Kenneth Crews presents The law never keeps pace with changing needs and technologies, so the difficult fit between digital collections and copyright is no surprise. How can libraries digitize collections and make them available? What options remain lurking deep within the federal copyright statutes? Bring your questions and a sense of adventure for an exploration of fair use, the library statutes, the complications of permissions, and the maze of international Internet access.

I. Challenges and Opportunities for Personal Service in an Impersonal World *
Coping with tight budgets, high client expectations, constant change, technology, and multiple time constraints threaten our professional equilibrium. Despite these realities, this program challenges you to consider the possibility of outstanding and personalized services to every library user. Dr. Marie Radford, author and professor at Rutgers University, presents this engaging and provocative presentation to inspire and reaffirm excellent service as a core library value. Dr. Radford will be signing copies of her book, Conducting the Reference Interview 2nd edition. Dr. Radford's latest book, Reference Renaissance: Current & Future Trends, has just been issued by Neal-Schuman. 

