CALD Reference Committee Meeting
Hershey Public Library
January 20, 2010 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Attended by Donna De Ninno, Carrie Haverman, Barbara Leach, Lewis Maurer, Debbie Megoulas, John Miller, Lydia Olszak, Barbara Scull, and Donna Small

Action Items:
1. John Miller will e-mail the CALD Electronic Resource Review Evaluation Sheet to the members of the committee.
2. Carrie Haverman will create a Survey Monkey form of the CALD Resource Review Evaluation Sheet.

3. All committee members will send comments or suggestions to John, Carrie, and Lydia regarding modifications to the evaluation sheet.

4. All committee members will list the top ten subject categories for electronic resources

5. Carrie Haverman will create a Survey Monkey form to compile top ten subject areas for an ideal collection.

6. Donna Small will provide J.V. Brown’s list of subject areas for committee to examine.

7. Lew Maurer will send an e-mail to Gale representatives thanking them for their presentation and to set up pro-rated extensions for consortia libraries to allow for an August 1, 2010 consortia subscription to selected resources.
8. Lew Maurer will coordinate with Jonelle Darr, Rich Bowra, and Cathi Alloway to determine a timeline for making decisions on which electronic resources are purchased.  

Morningstar: The committee will make the recommendation that the Morningstar Investment Research Center be renewed at the 2 seat level.  The interested libraries will be billed based on population percentages.  This will allow for the resource to continue to be provided while achieving a savings of over $2000.  Libraries can report if their patrons report significant numbers of turn-aways to Carrie Haverman.
Power Library is still under negotiations and no new information is available at this time.
Overdrive:  While patrons have expressed an interest in accessing e-books, the committee has recommended that we freeze the decision to add this format.  This year’s budget situation combined with the need for increasing the audiobook content in Overdrive is behind this decision.  Staff was asked to collect data about what e-book content patrons want.
Electronic Resource Review Evaluation Sheet:  The committee took a look at the evaluation sheet created by the subcommittee of John Miller, Carrie Haverman and Lydia Olszak.  John Miller will e-mail this form to the others on the committee.  Carrie Haverman will create a Survey Monkey version of this form.  Committee members felt that it was useful to have a print version for jotting down notes.  Committee members who have comments or suggestions about the form can send them to John, Carrie and Lydia.
Gale Resource Presentation:
Joy Murray, Chris Lutz, Tim Gelletly, and Jenni Williams attended the meeting to provide information about the new Gale products and the ways that Gale is advocating for libraries.  One service that Joy Murray advised us of was the help they provide libraries to market themselves.  Go to support.gale.com and to gale.com/power for details.  Another service being offered is website consultation. 
The new products are built to empower users by moving toward a 21st Century critical thinking process.

Two Resources for Life products include Career Transitions and Powerspeak.  Career Transitions provides guided help for finding a job with resources to identify careers, create resumes, and find a job. Powerspeak provides language courses in Spanish, French, German, Mandarin Chinese and English for Spanish speakers with more languages to come.  Approximately 48 hours of learning is included for each language.  When asked to compare Powerspeak to Mango Language products, Joy Murray reported that Powerspeak is less expensive while providing culture based language instruction that engages the learner.  Mango is more rote learning with templates using flash cards.
Three Knowledge Portal products were introduced:

· Global Issues in Context

· GreenR- a global reference on the environment, energy and natural resources
· Grzimek’s Animal Life

 Gale has purchased the domain for Encyclopedia.com.  With this, Gale provides search engine discoverability for libraries.  Article excerpts are provided along with access to libraries where the full article is available.
Gale Applications for iPhones can be downloaded from iTunes giving access to your library and its Gale resources.
Next Steps:  Lew Maurer will email a thank-you to the Gale representatives and to request pro-rated extensions for libraries to allow all interested libraries to join a consortia package with a 12-month contract beginning August 1, 2010.  Lew Maurer will also coordinate with decision makers like Jonelle Darr and Cathi Alloway to determine a timeline for approval of database purchases so that committee can negotiate renewals in June 2010.
We also need to evaluate who we are prioritizing service to and decide what would be in our ideal collection.  Each member of the committee is to compile a list of the ten top subject categories. We will take a look at the J.V. Brown Library’s site for an example of their subject categories. Donna Small will email a password providing access to their site.  Carrie Haverman will create a Survey Monkey form to collect our top-ten lists.  At the next meeting, we will narrow down the categories and find databases to evaluate.
Next Meeting:
February 10, 2010 1-4 p.m. at the Madeline Olewine Memorial Library.  (John Miller will check on meeting room availability.)
