Introduction to Cumberland County Library Databases
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Advantages of Databases

· Easy online use at home and community

· Valid research done by experts; accurate and up-to-date

· Duplicates print resources in a more accessible manner

· Includes high quality reference books

· Includes Full-text nonfiction books and books still under copyright 

· Diverse range of subject specific and general magazines/journals

· Access to Newspapers from around the world

· Access to primary sources, including many historic sound bytes

Where to Start

Library Home Page www.ccpa.net\ls 

· Find Books and Do Research
· Click on Subject Guide to Databases
· Use Subject Categories to refine choices

· Click on Database of Choice

We Are On Our Way

· If using the computers at the library you will have direct access to the databases

· If connecting to Power Library Databases from Home you need to enter your entire library card number

· If connecting to Gale Net Databases from home you need to chose a library, then enter your entire library number

General Database Principles

· Not all databases work exactly the same

· Most of the concepts are the same

· There is always a help option

· Search Options Included

· Basic Search

· Advanced Search

· Others specific to that database

· Can not learn it all, learn how as needed

Where to Find Quick Descriptions of Individual Databases

· At the top of the Subject Guide to Databases page there is a row of Electronic Resource Titles, which will link to a short descriptor of each individual database.

   OR

· Power Library hyperlinks to a descriptor through each database name 

   AND 

· GaleNet offers a brief description on first page

What Can Be Found Where?

Access Pennsylvania

· Catalog holdings of Pa Libraries

· Search by author, title, subject or keyword

· Some special searches such as: musical score and other languages

· Must order through a library

AccuNet/AP Multimedia Archive

· Primarily a graphic and audio database

· Includes photographs back to 1826

· Includes sound bites dating from 1920

· Great resource for current event pictures

· Has unique searches such as:  graphs, charts, logos, timelines, color etc

Auto Repair Reference Center

· Vehicles –Information supplied by the publishers of Chilton information  - choose by year, make and model

· Auto IQ – basic information about vehicle components; presented in a video format

· Care and Repair Tips – search by subject for virtually any care and repair topic

· Troubleshooting – start with the problem to find the solution

· Repair information is available for most manufacturers as far back as 1954. 

Biography Reference Bank

· Contains biographical information on about one half million people from antiquity to present

· Includes over 1,000 images

· Searchable by name, profession, title, place of origin, gender, race/ethnicity, titles of works, birth/death date, keyword, and presence of images.

Biography Resource Center

· Combines over 432,000 biographies on more than 340,000 people from over 980 volumes of more than 135 Gale sources 

· Search by name, profession, nationality, ethnicity, birth/death year, birth/death place, gender, source or magazine date 

Business Resources

· Regional Business News -full text coverage of regional business publications (part of EBSCOhost)

· Business Source Premier -full text articles from general business magazines, trade publications, business journals & business publications (part of EBSCOhost)

· Business & Company Resource Center Company profiles, history, rankings etc. (part of GaleNet databases)

EBSCOhost

· Most popular use: magazine searches (including articles from Consumer Reports)

· This is a package of resources

· Included are educational, professional, animal related, elementary grade specific, middle/high school specific, business, history and health resources

· Also includes Funk and Wagnall’s Encyclopedia

Genealogy

· HeritageQuest includes ProQuest's Genealogy & Local History Collection of 25,000+ family and local history books, every word searchable. Every page of each book is presented and can be downloaded or copied 

· Complete U.S. Federal Census, 1790-1930.

· Covers more than 6,500 genealogy and local history periodicals written in English and French (Canada) since 1800  

· And much more

NoveList

· A great resource for fiction readers

· Search by author, title, series or keyword

· Can link to  similar books, author’s website, reviews and more

· Includes awards, honors and recommendations lists

Facts for Learning

· Reference database for elementary and middle school students and professionals

· Includes encyclopedias, almanacs, dictionaries, maps, Science on File, Facts on File World News Digest, Issues and Controversies on File

· Offers access to various time lines and a calendar of historic events

Grove Art Online & Grove Music Online

· Grove art online –An art resource, contains links to art collections, and information about art/artists.  Can explore by art form, people, geography, style/culture, and time period

· Grove music online –includes the full text of The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, The New Grove Dictionary of Opera and The New Grove Dictionary of Jazz
Health & Medicine

· Consumer Health Complete – easy to understand health and medical information, including evidence based reports, medical encyclopedia, drugs & herb information

· Health Source Plus – information on many health topics, including food science & nutrition, child care & sports medicine

· Health Source Nursing/Academic – access to scholarly medical journals

· streMed Patient Portal – easy access to videos & handouts offered by health care providers, as well as related websites. Can search by choosing m/f then clicking on body part. In library access only

· Health and Wellness Resource Center -- Find magazines, journals, newspapers, definitions, directories, and information on fitness, pregnancy, medicine, nutrition, diseases, public health, occupational health and safety, alcohol and drug abuse, prescription drugs, etc

Literature

· LitFinder –a resource for finding poems, stories, essays, plays and speeches

· Literature Resource Center –Contains biographical information, literary criticism and reviews

· Contemporary Authors –a guide to current writers of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, journalism, drama, motion pictures and TV
· Book Index with Reviews – Discover not only what is currently in print, but what is soon to be forthcoming.  Easy searches by subject, author, title and even by Dewey. Can also browse under each heading.

· Net Library – Complete books accessible right from this database, both print and audio.

Morningstar

· Similar layout to the paper format with more options and flexibility

· Find a stock or fund to meet your needs, research current or prospective holdings, or see how your investments fit together.

· Only 5 Cumberland county library users can access this resource at the same time

Oxford Reference Online

· A quality reference resource with a full subject spectrum 

· Includes art, dictionaries (many bilingual), thesauruses, business, info about classics & literature, linguistics, food & drink, history, law, maps, medicine, military history, science and much more

SIRS Discoverer

· Includes full text articles & images from domestic and international newspapers, magazines and government documents. 

· Articles are assigned a reading level –Easy, Moderate or Challenging

· Useful resource for controversial issue research

· This database is an excellent student resource. 

Testing & Education

· Find a school, pick a major, or access testing information

·  Includes colleges, vocational schools and graduate resources

· Test preparation helps and practice test for high school, college, civil service exams, military and more
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