DATE:         December 7, 2007

SUBJECT:   Grant Program for Public Library Facilities Construction

                     Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund

TO:              Pennsylvania Municipalities, Public Library Directors

FROM:        M. Clare Zales

                     Deputy Secretary of Education & Commissioner for Libraries

The Office of Commonwealth Libraries is pleased to announce the opportunity for municipalities to apply for grants for public library facilities from the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund.  Applications for these 2008 grants will be accepted in anticipation of revenues from a portion of the Realty Transfer Tax that becomes available to the Keystone Fund.  

Only municipalities may apply for Keystone Fund grants.  The Office of Commonwealth Libraries requires that these applications be prepared jointly with the public library or library system and signed by the governing bodies of both the municipality and the public library or library system.  Libraries must be participants in the state aid to public libraries funding program.  

Grant funds are available to pay up to 50 percent of project costs for public library rehabilitation, renovation and construction.  Every grant application must show at least a dollar for dollar match.

Application packages must be received at the Office of Commonwealth Libraries by 5:00 pm on June 30, 2008.  
Applications will be available online at the end of January, 2008 at: 

http://www.statelibrary.state.pa.us/libraries/cwp/view.asp?a=5&Q=40309 located on Commonwealth Libraries' website.  

Those without Internet access may request an application by contacting:  Diana L. Megdad, Keystone Library Facilities Advisor, Pennsylvania Department of Education, Office of Commonwealth Libraries, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA  17126-1745. Phone: 717-787-3124, TDD:  717-772-2863, 
FAX:  717-787-2117, Email: dmegdad@state.pa.us
Commonwealth Libraries will present a two-hour pre-application webinar on January 31, 2008 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am.  This live, online workshop will offer participants the opportunity to gain information and ask questions about the Keystone grant application process.  Although this workshop is not required, you are encouraged to participate.  Librarians will receive two continuing education credits for attending.

To register for the webinar, please go to www.pdewebinars.org. 
Locate the ‘Keystone Grant Pre-Application Workshop’ and click the registration button.  

