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Pennsylvania Library Association Best Practices Award Application Is Due October 31

This is your chance to showcase your 2008 early learning programs! Note that the deadline is earlier than in some years in the past so that we can distribute Best Practices in Early Learning booklets featuring the Best Practices Award winners at the Pennsylvania Library Association Early Learning Forum and Best Practices Awards luncheon on April 1, 2009. Also note that the category to share your innovative One Book, Every Young Child programs featuring Up, Down, and Around.
Introduction

The Pennsylvania Library Association (PaLA) continues its campaign to change the public’s understanding of library services and the perception among policy-makers of the fundamental role we play in early learning. For the fifth year in a row, we are asking you to share with us the programs and services you offer to enhance early learning in your community. 

Following the news of the Taxpayer Return-on-Investment in PA Public Libraries study, your Best Practices Awards entries are especially important. We want to have solid proof that Pennsylvania libraries are excelling at early learning. And that because of your impact you are deserving of continued and increased funding at all levels. So please share your best practices so that we can recognize public libraries from across the state that have innovative and successful programs in place for children, families and caregivers. 

We hope you will plan to attend the PaLA Early Learning Forum and Best Practices Awards luncheon at the Hilton Harrisburg on April 1, 2009. Attendees will have the opportunity to hear from Florence and Wendell Minor, author and illustrator of, “If You Were a Penguin,” the book chosen for the state’s fourth One Book, Every Young Child program. All Best Practice winners will receive their awards from Wendell and Florence Minor and will become part of a Best Practices in Early Learning publication shared with elected officials and policy-makers.

Deadline for submissions is Friday, October 31, 2008. 

You are permitted to submit more than one application from each library system or branch.

Please fill out the enclosed application and submit it by October 31, 2008. 

If your entry is submitted in email form, please send it to Natonia Palladino at npalladino@pposinc.com. Natonia works for PPO&S, the firm that has been retained by the PaLA Public Relations/Marketing Committee to help us increase awareness about our early learning efforts. (This is the preferred method of delivery.)

If you choose to submit a hard copy application, please send it to: Natonia Palladino, PPO&S, 

122 State Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101.

Pennsylvania Libraries: Learning Starts Here

2009 Best Practices Award Application

for Programming and Services to Children Under the Age of Six, Their Families and Caregivers
Name of Library:

Director’s Name:

Director’s Email Address:

Name of person completing form if different from above:

Library Address:

Library Telephone:

Library Website:

County in which the library is located:

Library District Center:

Size of the population of your library’s service area:

Category for which you are applying.

Please submit each application under only one category. Remember this awards program is geared toward programming and services for children under the age of six, their families and caregivers.

___      Programs demonstrating an innovative approach to the One Book, Every Young

            Child program utilizing the book Up, Down, and Around for children ages 

            3-6.

___
Programs for children between the ages of birth and 3 years of age.

___
Programs for children between the ages of 4 and 6 years of age.

___
Programs that serve “at-risk” or underserved children under the age of 6, their families, or caregivers. 

___
Family programming services such as Family Literacy, Family Place, Intergenerational programs, and special one-time programs (for a primary audience of children under the age of 6, their families or caregivers).

___
Programs that showcase community collaborations including offsite library services to child care and Head Start Centers, and outreach to organizations including school districts, hospitals, housing authorities, businesses, doctors, etc. (for a primary audience of children under the age of 6, their families or caregivers).

___
Early learning and parenting programs for adults, including library staff training (with programming geared toward learning/parenting children under the age of 6, their families or caregivers).

Title of Program:

Program Description (under 300 words)

Please include in your description the following types of information: 

· List up to three Early Learning Standards for either Pre-K or Infant/Toddler that your program will help children who participate achieve (for a complete list of the Early Learning Standards go to www.pde.state.pa.us/early_childhood/lib/early_childhood/Infant-Toddler_Pages_1-41.pdf and www.pde.state.pa.us/early_childhood/lib/early_childhood/Pre-K_Standards_2007.pdf)
A.
B.
C.
· target audience

· name and title of presenter

· location of program

· community partners

· how you market the program in your community

· goals of program

· results and how they were measured (such as numbers of pre-school children or caregivers served)

· how the program relates to the state’s Early Learning Standards

· cost of program and sources of funding

Describe what makes your program a “best practice.” 

(Please include why your program is especially creative, innovative and effective in reaching the intended goals.)

Is it replicable in other communities similar to yours and why?

Remember, you are permitted to submit more than one application from your library, but you may not enter a single application in more than one category.

Don’t forget to submit this application by Friday, October 31, 2008. Please email your completed application to Natonia Palladino at npalladino@pposinc.com or send to:

Natonia Palladino

PPO&S

122 State Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Questions may be directed to Paula Gilbert, chair of the PaLA Public Relations/ Marketing committee at 717-846-5300, ext. 241, or pgilbert@yorklibraries.org.

Thank you for your participation and best wishes!
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