Commonwealth Libraries

Bureau of Library Development
Marketing for Lifelong Learning Award

What are the awards?

The Bureau of Library Development is offering a marketing award that can be applied for in either of the following categories:

1.  “Marketing to Communities” – The award will be based upon:

· Publicity - that presents the library as the community’s resource for lifelong learning.  The prizes will be awarded based upon how well the connection is made in the publicity.  The goal is to educate the public that the library is the place for lifelong learning.

· Documented Outcomes – positive success stories that demonstrate how the library impacts individuals and facilitates learning their entire lives.  (These stories could be put on the library website.)
· Programs – that are publicized as examples of the lifelong learning opportunities offered at the library.

· Other creative marketing strategies – that highlight the library as the place for lifelong learning (for example, bookmarks or signs) or incorporate the PLA theme, “The Smartest Card – Get It. Use It. @ your library.”
2.  “Marketing to Government Officials” – The award will be based upon:

· The number of newsletters, letters or other communication sent to the local government officials that promote the library as the lifelong learning resource of the community.  The communications could include the PLA theme, “The Smartest Card – Get It. Use It. @ your library.”
· Connecting with the local government officials and involving them in the library in creative ways.  (Some examples might include: have the officials tell stories in the library, having them be “volunteer for a day,” or any similar connection activities.) Photos of the connection with local government officials would be very helpful.
· Programs presented to Supervisors and Borough Managers at Borough, Township or other meetings.  (Programs offered might include a presentation on POWER Library or on business reference databases, for example.) 
Who will win the awards?

Recognition will be given to the Library Directors of the three libraries that win.  

Will all libraries be able to win an award, no matter what their size? 

Yes.  Prizewinners will be chosen from small, medium and large sized public libraries, based upon their operating budgets.  The budgets are defined as:  

Small = less than $100,000

Medium = $100,000 to $275,000

Large = over $275,000

What is the time frame for winning the awards?

Publicity and activities related to the award must have been published or accomplished between September 1, 2007 and April 30, 2008.  The Bureau of Library Development must receive copies of the documented evidence of the activities or publicity (articles, photos, web design, etc.) by May 15.  

When will the awards be presented?  

A ceremony will be held during the District Library/ Systems meeting in June 2008.  

What will the Library Directors win?

Three libraries will be recognized.  The library directors will win award certificates and will be reimbursed for registration to attend the PaLA Conference and up to $500 reimbursement for expenses including travel, room and board to attend the conference.  These library directors (or another suitable presenter) will present a program at the conference on how the library was marketed as the community resource for lifelong learning.

How will winners be selected?

Please refer to the separate sheet, “Criteria for Selecting Library Marketing Prizewinners.”   A panel from the Bureau of Library Development will be selecting the winners based upon these criteria.

May Library Systems Also Apply?

Yes, Systems may apply to win this award for system-wide projects.  If a System is selected as a prizewinner, the System Administrator (or other suitable presenter chosen by the System Administrator) will attend the PaLA Conference to present the program.

Contact:

Bonnie Young, Head, Public Libraries and Professional Development

Office of Commonwealth Libraries

Bureau of Library Development

333 Market Street

Harrisburg, PA 17126-1745  (Very Important:  Don’t forget the zip code extension.)

(717) 783-5732
